
 

4 DAY ISTANBUL GUIDE 



Basic Information About Istanbul 
Average Temperature in November:  9 - 14oC (average 12oC) 

Language Spoken:  Turkish Kurdish and Arabic 

Currency:  Turkish Lira - 1 Lira = AED 1.04 or AED 1 = 0.96 Lira  

Travel:  The city is well connected through trams, metros and busses.  

Getting an IstanbulKart (similar to a NOL card) is helpful.  
1. It is a pre-paid card that can be used to pay for multiple types  of 
transportation: buses, metros, ferries, funiculars, and tramways.  
  
2. Use of the card cuts down all fares by 40%  
  

3. One card can be used for up to 5 persons.  
  

4. 10 TL (AED 10.4) non-refundable fee for the card which has 4 TL credit. 

5. Within one metro line fare is 2.65 TL. 1st transfer is 1.85 TL and 2nd Transfer 
is 1.4 TL. 3rd Transfer and Beyond is even cheaper. 

6. Trams cost 4 TL  

Ettiquette: Avoid wearing skimpy clothes and tight jeans. This may not be well 
received in some conservative parts of the region. Carry a headscarf while 
visiting mosques. 

Communication: There are three major networks -  
Turkcell (www.turkcell.com.tr), Vodafone (www.vodafone.com.tr) and Avea 

(www.avea.com.tr).  
Each has shops throughout the city selling prepaid SIM cards (kontürlü SIM karts) 

that can be used in foreign phones.  
The cards operate for up to 120 days and cost around TL 85 (including TL 30 in 

local call credit). An internet data pack with the SIM will cost around TL 25/30/40/60 

for 1/2/4/8 GB and a pack for international calls will cost an extra TL 30/60 or so for 

one/two hours credit. Ask the staff in the shop to suggest the most cost-effective 

solution for your needs. Once you have the SIM, it can be recharged with kontürs 

in amounts of !20 upwards. 

Alternatively mobile wifi can be used. Its a device that provides unlimited data for 

TL 105 for 4 days.  
Upto 10 persons can use the device so it comes up to TL 6.5 per day per user  
Skype and all other calling apps can also be used.  

http://www.turkcell.com.tr/
http://www.vodafone.com.tr/
http://www.avea.com.tr/


Arrangements for Travel & Stay  
Flight Details: 

 
Departure Flight: 

Flight no: FZ 753 
Dubai to Istanbul (SAW)  
Thursday, 09/11/2017  
19:45 - 23:40 

Return Flight:  

Flight no: FZ 752 
Istanbul (SAW) to Dubai 
Tuesday, 14/11/2017 
00:40 - 06:05 (+1) 
 

Hotel Details:  

Hotel name: Wyndham Istanbul Old City 

Category: 4 star 

Hotel address: Fethibe Bey Cad No 2 Laleli-Fatih  
Istanbul, Turkey 34134 +90 212 514 90 00 

Melis.okay@wyndhamoldcity.com 

Room type: Standard Double Room    

Number of rooms: 2 

Check-in date: 09/11/2017       

Check-out date: 13/11/2017 

Meal Included: Bed & Breakfast 
Check-in time is generally between 12:00 p.m & 2:00 p.m.  
Early check-in is at the discretion of the hotel and is based  
on the availability of your room.  
You can check out any time before the hotel's check-out  
time, which is generally around 11:00 a.m. 

Additional Information: 

Baggage 20 Kg per person 

Flights check-in: Arrival time in the airport 
is 2 hours prior to the scheduled departure 
time 

mailto:Melis.okay@wyndhamoldcity.com


Getting Around the Hotel 
The hotel is well placed at 2 mins walk from the tram station “Laleli-Üniversite” and 

5 mins walk to the nearest metro station “Vezneciler”. 

The Grand Bazaar is a 10 minute walk or a 6 minute tram ride away from the hotel.  

Taksim Square is a 13 minute Metro ride.  

Being in the city there are plenty of eateries within a 1 km radius. 

 

Places to Visit 
Blue Mosque 

The Blue Mosque (Called Sultanahmet Camii in Turkish) is an  
historical mosque in Istanbul. The mosque is known as the  
Blue Mosque because of blue tiles surrounding the walls of  
interior design.  
The mosque closes for 90 mins from the azaan. So choose  
the time carefully. 

 

 

Grand Bazaar 

The colourful and chaotic Grand Bazaar is the heart of  
İstanbul's Old City and has been so for centuries. It's  
obligatory to drink lots of tea, compare price after price  
and try your hand at the art of bargaining. Allow at least  
three hours for your visit. The Bazaar is closed on Sundays  
and on other days it is open between 8:30am to 7pm.  

 

Free

Free

Metro -              |   Tram -            | Taxi - 



Bosphorus 

The Bosphorus or Bosporus is a narrow, natural strait and  
an internationally significant waterway located in  
northwestern Turkey. It forms part of the continental  
boundary between Europe and Asia, and separates  
Asian Turkey from European Turkey. Go to Galata Bridge  
17 min tram ride and catch a ferry late afternoon  

Princess islands  

Only the 4 largest of the Princes’ islands; Büyükada,  
Heybeliada, Burgazada, and Kınalıada are open to the  
public. Private vehicles are not permitted on any of them,  
so the only way to get around is by foot, bicycle, or fayton  
(horse and carriage).The best way to get to the islands is  
by catching one of the Princes’ Islands ferries. The journey  
takes between 45 and 90 minutes, depending on which  
island you head for. Büyükada is the best island to visit. 

Below are the simplified ferry timings to and from Eminonu, for detailed ferry timings from 

different ports to different islands you can visit the Sehir Hatlari website. 

TL 10 for ferry return

TL20 per person

WORKING DAYS & SATURDAYS 

BÜYÜKADA HEYBELİADA EMİNÖNÜ

Departure Arrival

05:45 06:00 07:30

06:35 06:50 08:15

09:00 09:15 10:45

10:30 10:45 12:15

13:30 13:45 15:15

15:00 15:15 16:45

17:30 17:45 19:15

18:30 18:45 20:15

20:20 20:35 22:00

WORKING DAYS & SATURDAYS 

EMİNÖNÜ HEYBELİADA BÜYÜKADA

Departure Arrival

06:50 08:10 08:30

08:00 09:20 09:35

10:10 11:30 11:45

12:00 13:20 13:35

14:00 15:20 15:35

16:30 17:50 18:05

18:40 20:00 20:15

19:40 21:00 21:15

23:00 00:20 00:35



Taksim Square           

Taksim Square is the most known modern city center of  
Istanbul. Many hotels and restaurants are in or near the  
Square and on Istiklal Street, and there is a local bus  
terminal for public transportation and the main subway  
station. Istiklal pedestrian street has many bars, night  
clubs and movie theaters therefore it's always busy with  
young people almost for 24 hours a day.  

Topkapi Palace & Harem  

Topkapı is the subject of more colourful stories than 

most of the world's museums put together. A visit to the  
palace's opulent pavilions, jewel-filled Treasury and  
 sprawling Harem gives a fascinating glimpse into their  
lives. As popular belief would have it, the Harem was a  
place where the sultan could engage in debauchery at 

will. 

Other Attractions 

Süleymaniye Mosque 

The Süleymaniye crowns one of İstanbul's 7  
hills & dominates the Golden Horn, providing  
a landmark for the entire city. Though it's not  
the largest of the Ottoman mosques, it is  
certainly one of the grandest & most beautiful.  
It's also unusual in that many of its original külliye  
(mosque complex) buildings have been  
retained and sympathetically adapted for reuse. 

TL 65 for entry

Free



Hagia Sophia (Aya Sofya)  

There are many important monuments in 

İstanbul, but this venerable structure – which was 

commissioned by the great Byzantine emperor 

Justinian, consecrated as a church in 537, 

converted to a mosque by Mehmet the 

Conqueror in 1453 and declared a museum by 

Atatürk in 1935 – surpasses the rest due to its 

innovative architectural form, rich history, 

religious importance and extraordinary beauty. 

 

Büyük Çamlıca  

Büyük Çamlıca is the highest point in the city and can be 

seen from miles away (including from ferries making their 

way up the Bosphorus). It is home to the newly constructed, 

flashy and architecturally derivative Çamlıca Camii, the 

largest mosque in Turkey and a pet project of President 

Erdoğan. (Take a taxi)  

TL 40 for entry

TL 50 one way for cab for 4 



Basic phrases in Turkish 
English Turkish Pronounciation

Hello Merhaba! MARE-HA-BA see above

Good evening İyi akşamlar! EE AK-SHAM-LAR

Good-bye (said by person 
leaving)

Hoşçakal! HOSH-CHA-KAL

Good-bye (said by person 
staying)

Güle güle! GUU-LEH GUU-LEH

How are you? Nasılsın? NA-SEL-SIN

I am fine, and you? İyiyim, sen nasılsın? EE-IM, SEN  NA-SEL-SIN

Not very well. Çok iyi değil. CHOK EEYI DEY-EEL

Thank you Teşekkür ederim. TE-SH-QU-ERR ED-ERR-IM

You’re welcome
Birşey değil. (in response to 
“Thank you”)

BEER-SHEY DEY-EEL

Please Lütfen. LUT-FEN

Do you speak English? İngilizce konuşur musunuz?
INN-GLIZ-JE CON-NUSH-OR MUS-
UN-UZ

I don’t speak Turkish Türkçe bilmiyorum! TURK-JEH BILL-MI-YOR-UM

I don’t understand Sizi anlamıyorum. SI-ZI ANN-LA-MA-YOR-UM

Could you please repeat Şunu tekrar edebilir misiniz?
SHU-NU TEK-RA ED-EBB-ILL-EAR 
MISS-IN-IZ

Pleased to meet you
Tanıştığımıza sevindim./
Memnum oldum

TAN-ISH-TI-IM-IZA SEV-IN-DIM/ 
MEM-NUM-OLL-DUM

Where is the washroom? Afedersiniz, tuvalet nerede?
AFF-ED-DER-SIN-IZ TOO-WA-LET 
NER-REY-DE

How much does it cost? Ne kadar? NAY KAD-AR

May I speak to [Name]? [Name] ile görüşebilir miyim?
... ILL-EH GOR-EH-SHEBB-ILL-EAR 
ME-YIM

I am sorry
Özür dilerim. OUZ-UR DILL-EAR-IM

Pardon! PARR-DON

Excuse me Afedersiniz. AFF-ED-DAR-SAN-IZ

Can you help me? Yardım edebilir misiniz?
YARR-DIM ED-EBB-ILL-EAR MISS-IN-
IZ

Yes Evet. EV-ET

No Hayır. HI-EAR

I don’t know Bilmiyorum. BILL-ME-YOR-UM

Okay/Alright Tamam. TAM-AM

Welcome Hoş Geldiniz. HOSH GEL-DIN-IZ

We came well (response to 
hoş geldiniz)

Hoş Bulduk. HOSH BULL-DUK


